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Louisville,  Ky.,  November  4,  1897. 
To  His  Excellency,  William  O.  Bradley, 

Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Kentucky: 
Honored  Sir:    The  acoompan^ing  report  has  been  read  and  ap- 
proved and  formally  adopted  by  the  Boiard  of  Visitors  of  the  Ken- 
tucky Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  as  their  regular 
report  to  you  and  to  the  General  Assembly. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  esteem,  it  is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Visitors. 

ANDREW  COWAN. 

President. 


\ 
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OFFICERS  AND  TEACHERS 


 OF  THE  

KentuGkij  Institution  for  tlie  Education  of 

tlie  Blind. 


BOABD  OF  VISITORS. 

Andrew  Cowan,  Presideni. 
Chas.  T.  Ballard,  Kev.  A.  Moses,  D.  D. 

Dr.  Wm.  Cheatham,  M.  Muldoon, 

James  A.  Leech,  Logan  C.  Murray, 

Dr.  L.  McMurtry,  Hon.  A.  E.  "Willson. 

TBEASUBEB. 

Wm.  S.  Parksr. 

PHYSICIAN. 

Wm.  Bailey,  M.  D. 

SECBETABY  AND  SUPEBINTENDENT. 

B.  B.  Huntoon,  a.  M. 

MATBON. 

Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Huntoon. 

TEACHEBS. 

Miss  Josephine  Sloan,  Miss  Lucy  D.  Scoggan, 

Miss  Louise  Sloan,  Miss  Susan  B.  Merwin. 

TEACHEBS  OF  MUSIC. 

Charles  Frederick,  Julia  Purnell. 

TEACHEB  OF  HANDICBAFT. 

Louis  Mktz. 

TEACHEB  OF  PIANO  TUNING. 

CiiFFORu  Martin, 

SEAMSTBESS. 

Mrs.  Agnes  Tum brink. 


VISITOBS'  ATTENDANTS. 

Nancy  Brooks,  Mary  FERtiusoN. 


Regular  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Visitors 


-OF  THE- 


KENTUCKY  INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  EDUCATION 

OF  THE  BLIND. 


To  His  Excellency,  ^VILLIAM  O.  Bradley, 

(lovernor  of  the  ConiDioiiiceaUh  of  Kentucky: 

Sir:  The  iiunilxH-  oif  pupils  midei'  our  cliar<;e  duiing  the  past 
year,  in  the  White  Department,  was  (104)  one  hundred  and  four,  and 
in  the  Colored  Department  (24)  twenty-four,  making  in  all  (128)  one 
hundred  and  twenty-eight. 

The  names  of  those  in  the  White  Department,  and  their  resi- 
dences, are  as  follows: 

NAMES.  REI^IDKNCES. 

Nancy  Abner  Lee  county. 

J.  Edward  Allen  Meade  county. 

Irene  Baldwin  East  Bernstadt. 

Annabel  Briggance   Hickman. 

James  Boggs   McWhorter. 

Levi  Boggs  McWhorter. 

Amy  Chenoweth   ,  Livingston  county. 

Cora  Lee  Cook   Louisville. 

Jessie  E.  Cook  Lo  lisville. 

Chester  Crawford   Laurel  county. 

Georgia  Lilian  Daily   Louisville. 

Murray  Daniels   Beaver  Dam.  i 

Pelham  Degman  Lewis  county.  i 

Adam  Decker    ...Louisville. 

Effie  Etheridge   Dawson.  : 

Winston  Ewing   Smith's  Grove. 

Ada  Farris   Salem. 

Mary  Ferguson   Mt.  Vernon. 

Alice  Fitzgerald   Muhlenberg  county. 

Katy  Fitzner   Louisville. 

Fred  Finzer   Louisville. 

Gertrude  Floyd   Trimble.  .i 
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NAMES.  RTCSIBENCKS. 

William  Fry   Louisville. 

Angle  Grimes   Louisville. 

Delia  Gibbons   Savage. 

Hattie  Gish   Mt.  Sterling. 

Austina  Gleason  Lo  lisv  lie. 

Catherine  Glynn  Paducah. 

Corley  G.  Goodwin   Richelieu. 

Robt.  E.  Lee  Goodwin   Richelieu. 

Oscar  Gortney   Tyrone. 

Emmerine  Gott  Grayson  county. 

Ivy  Florence  Green   Ohio  county. 

Leslie  Hackett  Louisvire 

George  W.  Hamilton   Bewleyville. 

Edward  Manners   Greenup  county. 

Josephine  Hardy   Vine  Grove. 

Caroline  Hartmetz   Louisville. 

Julia  Hewitt  Louisville. 

Emily  Hofer   Louisville. 

Whitney  Hunt   Louisville. 

Chester  Hutchinson   ..Louisville. 

Harry  James   Louisville. 

Dolly  Johnson   Mt.  Sterling. 

Wilmore  Kendall   'Morgan  county. 

Maggie  Kistner   Louisville. 

Mitchell  Lindsey   Grayson  county. 

Louis  Mclntyre   Fredericktown. 

Elva  J.  Madison   Grayson  county. 

Eunice  Madison   Grayson  county. 

Mary  Ellen  Mahar   Louisville. 

Robert  Major   Cadiz. 

Ellen  A.  Mann   Louisville. 

James  Metcalfe   Louisville. 

Joseph  Metzmeier  Louisville. 

Cora  Minton   Bee  Spring. 

Effie  Minton  Bee  Spring. 

Bessy  Mitchell   Covington. 

Ephraim  Moore   Butler. 

Flora  Moore   Williamsburg. 

Mary  F.  Moore   Webster  county. 

Dover  Morgan  Blachford. 

Richard  Morris   Rutland. 

Laura  Belle  Neuman   Owensboro. 

Joseph  O'Neal   Louisville. 

Anna  Orr   Louisville. 

Amy  Osborn   Murray. 

Hally  Philips   Henderson. 

Richard  Piatt   Maysville. 

Eugene  Pile   Clinton. 

Ellen  Pointer   Conway. 
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NAMES.  RESIDENCES. 

Albert  C.  Raible   Louisville. 

Mary  E.  Rainy   Clark  county. 

Nanny  Rainy   Clark  county. 

Gertrude  Rankin   Crittenden  county. 

Nora  Reidy   Louisville. 

Wray  Riddle   Louisville. 

Elizaibeth  Riggs  Louisville. 

George  Robinson   Woodsonville. 

Joseph  Robins   Conklin. 

Elizabeth  Simpson   Gray. 

William  Simpson  Gray. 

Betty  Simpson   Gray. 

Herman  Spiesberger  Louisville. 

Henry  Stagner   Warren  county. 

John  Stagner   Warren  county. 

Carrie  E.  Stiles   Nelson  county. 

Henrietta  Stone   Hurricane. 

Frank  Sullivan   Paducah. 

Albert  Sweazy   Rochester. 

John  Talbert   Covington. 

Ira  Tharp   Horse  Cave. 

S.  J.  Emmet  Tompkins   Louisville. 

Ethel  Tresenriter   Greenville. 

Ella  Trumbo   Morehead. 

Mahala  Turner   Boyd  county. 

Allen  Toby  Vaughn   Rush. 

Irene  Vettinger   Louisville. 

William  Vosmer   Covington. 

Roy  Webb   Mayfield. 

Bridget  Welch   Louisville. 

James  E.  Williamson   Henderson. 

Burton  W.  Wingate   Madison  county. 

Walter  Wintersmith   Louisville. 

The  names  and  residences  of  those  in  tfie  Colored  Department 
are  as  follows: 

NAMES.  RESIDENCES. 

Nellie  Bullitt   Russellville. 

EflSe  Carter   Owensiboro. 

Jessie  Carter  Owenshoro. 

Bertha  Cheatham   Frankfort. 

Jesse  Clark  Elizabethtown. 

Ella  Covington  Paduoah. 

Arthur  Crabtree   Owenshoro. 

Ada  Cross   •  Guthrie. 

Samuel  Davis   Louisville. 

Daniel  Dickerson   Louisville. 


I 
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NAMES. 


RESIDENCES. 


Virgie  Fleming 
Jesse  Gillespie  . 
Theodore  Golden 
Alberta  Johnson 
Melissa  Jones  . . 
George  Macauley 
Birdie  Ray  .... 
Jacob  Robinson 
Anna  Smith  .... 

Lucy  Scott   

Lizzie  Tate  

Ida  Taylor   

Kate  Wheeler  . . 
Cleana  White  . . 


Henderson. 

Central  City. 

Lexington. 

Owensiboro. 

Kuttawa. 

Lawrencebiirg. 

Henderson. 

Dixon. 

Kuttawa. 

Louisville. 

Owensboro. 

Louisville. 

Nicholasville. 

Greensburg. 


Tile  following*-  iiaiiied  pei^soais  luive  been  re^ulaily  employed:- 
A  supeiiinteudieait,  B.  B.  Huiitooii,  with  a  salary  of  |125  a  month. 
A  matron,  Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Iluntoon,  with  a  salary  of  fJrl.OO  a 
mouth. 

A  teacher,  Miss  Josephine  Sloan,  with  a  salary  of  |5()  a  month. 
A  teacher,  Miss  Louise  Sloan,  with  a  salary  of  $40  a  month. 
A  teachei*,  Miss  Julia  Purnell,  with  a  salary  of  $30  a  month. 
A  teacher,  Miss  Susain  B.  Merwin,  with  a  salary  of  |40  a  uKmtli. 
A  teacher  of  Sewiiiig,  M'l-s.  Agnes  Tumbrink,  with  a  salary  of  .f30 
a  month. 

A  teacher  of  handicraft,  Lonis  Metz,  with  a  salary  of  .f2.'')  a 
month. 

A  teacher  of  music,  Charles  Frederick,  with  a  salary  of  a 
month. 

A  teacher  of  piano  tuning.  Clifford  INfartiii.  with  a  salaa-y  of  .f25 
a  month. 

A  kindergarten  teacher.  Miss  Lucy  D.  Seoggan,  with  a  salai-y  of 
$40  a  month. 

Bo3's'  gO'VeiTiess,  Nanck  Brooks,  with  a  salary  of  |15  a  month. 
Girls'  governess,  ^Tary  Ferguson,  with  a  salary  of  |10  a  month. 
A  gardener  and  engineer,  Thomas  Lucas,  with  a  stilai-y  of  |(iO  a 
mionth. 

A  fireman  and  assistant  gardener,  Herman  Breitfeldt,  with  a 
salary  of  .f25  a  month. 
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A  mail  for  indoor  work,  Jolni  Owens,  witli  a  saku'v  of  $35  a 
miont'li. 

A  cook,  Annie  Rooney,  wltli  a  salary  of       a.  month. 

An  assistant  cook,  Fanny  Taylor,  with  a  salary  of  |15  a  mouth. 

A  laundress.  Mary  Curry,  with  a  salary  of  |15  a  month. 

A  laundress,  Molly  Cui-ry,  with  a  salary  of  |15  a  nvomth. 

A  chambermaid,  ]\lary  BaiT^t,  with  a  salary  of  |15  a  month. 

A  chambennaid,  Annie  Kelley,  with  a  salary  of  |15  a  month. 

A  chanibemiand,  Magg-ie  Minogue,  with  a  salary  of  |15  a  month. 

A  dining-room  girl,  Annie  Kooney,  with  a  salary  of  fl5  a  month. 

.V  dining-room  g-irl,  Mary  Clair,  with  a  salary  of  |15  a  month. 

In  the  Colored  Department: 

matron,  ]Miss  Fanny  Wood,  with  a  salaiT  of  |35  a  month. 

A  teacher,  Miss  Octavia  Wood,  with  a  salary  of  $30  a  month. 

A  hoiuse-girl,  Ella  ^^'illiams,  with  wages  of  $15  a  nnmth. 

.V  cook,  Mrs.  JMargaret  Wood,  with  wages  of  $25  a  month. 

A  house-man,  Edw.  Wood,  with  wages  of  $25  a  month. 

The  publishers  of  the  "Musical  Record,"  the  "Christiau  t^tand- 
ajrd,"  the  ''Kentucky  Standard,"  "The  Index,"  the  "(ioodson  Graz- 
ette,"  the  "Kentucky  .Journal,"  and  the  "West  Virginia  Tablet,"' 
have  furnished  copies  of  their  periodicals  regularly  and  gratuitous- 
ly to  the  school  and  the  pupils  have  listened  to  their  contents  with 
pleasure  and  profit. 

The  report  of  the  itreasurer  shows  that  the  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures of  the  institution  have  been  as  follows: 


Balance  on  hand,  November  1,  mm  $17,012  75 

Fourth  quarter  of  1800,  per  capita   4,530  00 

First  quarter  of  1S07,  per  capita  (bearing  inter- 
est, unpaid)    4,600  00 

Annual  allowance    10,000  00 

Second  quarter  of  18!)7,  per  capita  (bparing  inter- 
est, unpaid)    4,540  30 
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Third  quarter  of  1897,  per  capita   |4,070  78 

Miscellaneous  receipts    116  35 

Total  receipts   |44,870  18 

Total  expenditures  as  by  voucliei*s  filed  with 
the  auditor   25,209  44 

Balance  on  hand  November  1,  1897  |19,660  74 


This  balance  represents  the  slow  and  continuous  savings  of 
many  years,  made  possiible  by  careful  economy  and  watchfulness. 

By  a  special  report  of  the  United  States  Census,  it  appears  that 
tlie  average  annual  expense  per  capita  for  all  the  imstitutions  for 
the  blind  in  the  United  States  is  |280.  The  per  capita  for  the  Ken- 
tucky institution  last  year  was  not  quite  |200.  While  such  com- 
parisons are  but  approximiate  and  are  taken  where  the  conditions 
as  to  markets,  localities  and  length  of  school  session  and  methods  of 
recording  are  not  uniform,  the  showing  made  by  our  owin  institution 
is  an  evidence  that  there  has  been  no  extravagance  in  its  manage- 
ment. 

The  school  has  been  steadily  growing  in  numbers  since  its 
founding  in  1842,  and  in  1870  its  annual  allowance  was  made  |10,000. 
For  that  year  the  reported  number  of  pupils  was  64.  Since  then 
the  colorel  depairtment  has  been  added,  and  housed  in  a  separate 
building,  and  when  ^his  department  went  into  operation,  in  1886,  an 
addition  of  |3,000  was  made  to  the  annual  appropriation. 

Out  of  this  allowance  and  the  regular  per  capita  of  |140  a  year, 
has  our  balance  been  growing  for  many  years. 

Your  Board  of  Visitors,  lin  their  report  for  1896,  set  forth,  ver^^ 
briefly,  some  of  the  pressing  needs  of  the  institution,  in  vie^'  of  the 
increased  number  of  pupils;  but  were  unable  to  take  any  steps 
to  remedy  the  difiScuilty,  on  account  of  the  condition  of  the  finances 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

Since  that  time  the  outstanding  warrants  have  either  been  paid, 
or  interest  bearing  ones  have  been  substituted  for  them;  and  the 
board  found  themselves  able  to  attend  to  this  part  of  their  duty. 
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The  board  has  visited  the  insititution  several  times,  in  a  body  and  in- 
dividually, and  collectively  given  much  thought  to  the  quesition. 

As  the  comfort,  health  and  safety  of  the  pupils  demanded  an 
enlargement  of  their  pi'e'sent  quarters  as  speedily  as  possible,  tho 
boa  I'd  appointed  a  committee  of  five  to  visit  Frankfort  and  co-nfer 
with  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth,  who  has,  by  statute,  a 
supervisory  power  over  the  affaii-s  of  the  institution.  The  commit- 
tee called  upon  the  Governor  and  the  entire  subject  was  laid  before 
him. 

It  was  shown  that  by  the  present  structuTO  of  the  building,  with 
but  a  singile  stairway  on  the  boys'  and  a  single  stairway  on  the 
girls'  side  of  the  house,  the  rush  of  smoke  and  flames  in  case  of 
fiire  must  of  necessity  ascend  by  one  or  both  of  these;  and  thus 
^n  exit  from  the  sleeping  rooms  of  one-half  or  all  of  the  inmates 
miust  speedily  be  cut  off.  To  provide  practicable,  outside  fire  es- 
capes, to  reach  every  sleeping  room  in  the  house,  would  cost  more 
than  all  the  proposed  imiprovement*!. 

Moreover,  there  has  long  been  a  pressing  need  for  the  means 
to  separate  a  case  of  coiitagioius  disease,  should  an  instance  occur, 
from  the  other  children.  While  the  building  was  larger  than  the 
ordinary  needs  of  the  pupils,  it  was  easy  to  do  this ;  and  at  various 
times  we  have  nursed  single  eases  of  small  pox  and  scairlet  fever, 
Ihrough  to  recovery,  with  no  spread  of  the  disease.  But  now,  with 
the  building  overcrowded  with  children,  should  any  contagious 
disease  break  out,  it  would  be  almost  impossible  to  keep  it  from 
infecting  the  entire  school. 

So  overcrowded  is  the  building  now  that  rooans  designed  for 
four  beds  have  to  contain  from  six  to  eight;  and,  on  the  boys'  side 
bedsteads  have  had  to  be  set  up  in  the  halls.  Moreover,  our  present 
restricted  quarters  prevent  us  from  giving  separate  study  and  play 
rooms  for  the  older  and  for  the  younger  pupils,  the  results  of  which 
is  trouble  and  confusion  for  all  concerned. 

Our  inuisicirooms  are,  at  present,  from  necessit3\  by  reason  of  the 
practice  constantly  going  on  in  them,  a  source  of  annoyance  to  the 
conduct  of  recitations  in  the  literary  classes,  amd  as  the  rooms  in- 
tended for  the  reception  of  visitors  have  had  to  be  taken  for  school 
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i^ooms  and  practice  rooms,  pupils  have  often  to  be  sent  from 
their  work,  in  order  that  the  business  of  the  institution  may  be 
transacted. 

All  these  circumstances  were  duly  set  foi^th  to  the  G-overuor, 
and  he  fully  agreed  with  the  committee  as  to  the  duties  and  ivspon- 
sibilities  of  the  Board  of  Visitors.  Whereupon,  the  committee  re- 
ported to  the  board,  and  at  their  next  regular  meeting,  the  board 
resoilved  to  extend  both  the  east  and  west  wings  of  the  present 
building,  by  mi  addition  of  a  wing,  forty  feet  by  thirty-five  feet,  four 
stories  in  height,  to  confomii  with  the  rest  of  the  building.  Messrs. 
Ballard,  Leech,  Moses,  Murray  and  AVilsoii  were  appointed  a  build- 
ing coiniiinittee,  who  secured  the  services  of  1).  X.  Murphy,  a  com- 
petent architect,  to  draiw  up  the  plans  amd  specifications  for  the 
building  and  supervise. the  work. 

The  committee  has  in  hand  proposals  for  the  various  details  of 
the  work,  which,  when  complete,  wiill  give  relief  to  the  present  con- 
gested condition  of  the  school  and  enable  it  to  move  foi'wau'd  easily 
aind  efficiently  for  some  time  to  come. 

In  respect  to  the  educationail  work  of  the  school,  while  carried 
on  as  it  has  been  of  late  years,  under  cramped  conditions,  it  ir< 
pleasant  to  say  that  it  has  been  good.  There  is  a  spirit  of  happy 
cheerfulness  and  thoughtfuil  earnestness  in  the  school,  miarked  by 
good  order  and  prompt  obedience  on  tlie  part  of  the  pupils,  by 
kindly  sympathy  and  harmony  of  purpose  and  action  on  the  part 
of  the  teachers,  and  faithful  performance  of  duty  on  the  part  of  the 
servants.  In  fact,  a  proi>er  spirit  of  order,  industry  and  loyalty  has 
pervaded  the  entire  institution,  and  this  is  essential  to  success. 

To  your  Board  of  Visitors  has  been  given  the  charge  of  admin- 
istering this  school  for  the  proper  training  of  a  class  that  appeals 
irresistibly  to  every  one,  by  reason  of  their  great  affliction. 

It  has  been  their  satisfaction  to  know  that  such  training,  a'^ 
carried  on,  not  only  in  the  school  under  their  charge,  but  in  nearly 
every  other  State  in  the  Union,  has  resulted  in  developing  char- 
acter, in  i'llumiinating  the  minds,  and  in  making  independent  and 
self-supporting  citizens  out  of  hundreds  of  persons  who  would  other- 
wise have  lived  in  darkness,  a  burden  to  all  around  them.    And  they 
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commeud  the  school  to  your  exeelleiu y  and  to  the  General  Assem- 
bly, and  to  the  peojile  of  Kentucky  as  worthy  of  confidence,  and 
deserving-,  and  receiving  the  best  attention,  in  our  power  to  give. 

AH  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

For  the  Board  of  Visitors, 

ANDREW  CM)WAN.  President. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  BVILDING 
AND  SUPPLIES. 


To  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Kentucky  Instittition  for  the  Educa- 
tion of  the  Blind: 
Gentlemen:  Your  comndttee  would  respectfully  report  that 
during  the  past  year  they  have  supervised,  as  usual,  the  purchase 
of  supplies  for  the  institution  in  all  its  departments,  and  have  regu- 
larly transmitted  a  monthly  statement  of  their  accounts  to  the 
Governor  of  the  Commonwealth.  A  sumnnary  of  these  statements 
is  herewith  appended. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

CHAS.  T.  BALLARD,  Chairman, 

A.  MOSES, 

LOGAN  C.  MURRAY. 
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RBPORT  OP  TFIR  KENTUCKY  INSTITUTION 


TERMS  OF  ADMISSION. 


In  respect  to  the  forms  to  go  through  to  secure  the  admission  of 
a  child  to  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind, 
it  is  only  required  that  the  child  be  of  so  defective  vision  as  to  be 
unable  to  get  an  education  in  the  ordinary  schools;  that  it  be  of 
good  health  and  sound  mind,  and  within  the  ages  of  six  and  eight 
een;  for  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  institution  is  neither  a 
hospital  nor  an  asylum.  If  the  child  is  destitute,  the  fact  should  be 
so  certified  by  the  county  judge,  and  in  that  case  clothing  will  be 
provided.    No  charge  is  made  for  board  or  tuition. 

The  school  session  begins  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  Septem- 
ber, and  closes  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  June.  Pupils  will  bo 
admitted  at  any  time,  but  they  are  mucli  benefitted  by  beginning 
promptly  at  the  first  of  the  session.  The  children  aill  return  to 
their  homes  in  the  summer. 

If  fuller  information  is  desired,  it  may  be  had  from  the  superin- 
tendent, or  from  any  of  the  trustees,  who  will  cheerfully  correspond 
with  any  j>erson  wishing  to  place  a  blind  child  in  the  institution. 
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THE  FOLLOWING  QUESTIONS  SHOULD  BE  ANSWERED 

IN  WRITING, 


Wli.at  is  tlie  cliild's  iianic?  

When  was  the  chikl  born?  

Where  was  tlie  eliihl  boi-n?  

Wliat  is  tlie  nunie  of  tlie  falhcr?  

What  was  tlie  inotlun's  maiden  name?  

What  was  the  cause  of  the  child's  blindness?  

How  long  have  its  eves  been  affected?  

How  much  can  the  ciiild  see?  

Are  any  of  the  child's  kin  blind,  or  have  any  of  them  trouble 
with  tluMr  eves?  

If  so,  state  who  these  are  

Have  the  chihrs  eyes  ever  been  examined  by  an  oi  ulisi  ?  

If  so,  when ?  

^\'ha(  was  Ihe  name  of  the  oculist?  

Has  the  child  been  vaccinaled?  Is  tlie  chihi  of 

good  hea.llli  and  sound  mind?   

What  is  the  postotlice  a(l<lress  of  the  chihrs  parents  or  (ruar- 

dian?   •  

Where  and  to  whom  may  a  (eh^grai^hic  message  conceniing  the 

child  be  sent?  

Who  will  care  for  the  child  during  vacation?  


